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Stanley Miller's cyanamide experiment ...

... went unreported for over 50 years, but was recently explored to study cyanamide-
mediated biomolecule polymerization under early Earth conditions. In their Commu-
nication on page 8132 ff., F. M. Fernandez, J. L. Bada et al. show that the dimerization of
cyanamide in the presence of amino acids and intermediates in the Strecker synthesis of
amino acids yields significant levels of dipeptides, which provides evidence that
cyanamide enhances polymerization under simulated prebiotic environments. (Back-

ground image provided by Ron Miller.) WI L EY' VC H



http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201403683
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201403683
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201403683

